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At about seven in the morning of Friday 29th
April Louis XV had violent attacks of pain accom-
panied by vomiting and severe headaches. As he
was at Trianon he did not wish to alarm his house-
hold by a sudden return, and courageously endured
the bouts of fever that assailed him all the morning.

At midday everyone noticed the change of his
appearance; he himself seemed uneasy; still, the
courtiers postponed his departure for Versailles
till six o'clock, hoping for some improvement in
his condition.

The path from Trianon to the palace was
covered in three minutes. Supported by two of
his friends, he painfully reached his room; two
bleedings and a strong dose of emetic gave him
some relief; but between eleven and twelve that
night the smallpox rash appeared. The days of
ist and 2nd May saw the relentless development
of the malady.

Conscious of the danger threatening him,
Louis XV several times asked for a priest; Mme
Du Barry's friends in their fear and alarm wanted
to keep the king isolated; for they were afraid of
him repenting sincerely, and the price of that
would have been immediate disgrace for them.

Soon the question of the Sacrament became
supremely important; and the whole kingdom
followed with curiosity the phases of a struggle
between such opposite interests.

For the first time the Archbishop of Paris went
off to Versailles in the hope of bringing back the
sovereign to his religious duties. He had been